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30th National Fire and Emergency Services Dinner and Seminars Program
Facts and Figures

Host:
Congressional Fire Services Institute

· Established in 1989, the Congressional Fire Services Institute is a nonprofit, nonpartisan policy institute designed to educate members of Congress about the fire and emergency services.  

· CFSI is a privately-funded organization.  The National Fire and Emergency Services Dinner and Seminars Program is its major fundraising event of the year.

· CFSI is not a membership organization for individual members of the fire and emergency services; instead CFSI has a National Advisory Committee comprised of 38 national fire and emergency services organizations that provides guidance on federal issues on which CFSI focuses its efforts.
· Additional information about the Congressional Fire Services Institute is provided on its website at www.cfsi.org.

FACTS ABOUT THE EVENT:

· The National Fire and Emergency Services Symposium and Dinner is the largest gathering of fire service leaders in the nation.  Each year, approximately 1,500 leaders at the local, state and national levels attend the program.

· Tonight, the audience will hear from __ distinguished co-chairs of the Congressional Fire Services Caucus: Senator Tom Carper (DE) and Congressman Steny Hoyer (MD-05) who serve as Honorary Co-Chairs of the Dinner Program and Co-Chairman of the Congressional Fire Services Caucus.   
· The dinner program will include four national award presentations:

· Mason Lankford Fire Service Leadership co-sponsored by CFSI and Motorola Solutions.  The co-recipients are Steve Austin with the International Association of Arson Investigators, and Tony O’Neill with the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications.  
· Senator Paul S. Sarbanes Fire Safety Leadership Award co-sponsored by CFSI and the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, with corporate support from State Farm Insurance and VFIS.  The recipients are the International Society of Fire Service Instructors and UL Firefighter Safety Research Institute (FSRI).  ISFSI President Steve Pegram and UL FSRI Director Steve Kerber will accept the award on behalf of their respective organizations.  
· Excellence in Fire Service-Based EMS Award co-sponsored by CFSI and Masimo.  The recipients are the City of Alpena Fire Department and the Illini Emergency Medical Services/Illinois Fire Service Institute.  Chief Brian Forbush will accept the award on behalf of the Alpena Fire Department, and Royal Mortenson, Executive Director of the Illinois Fire Services Institute on behalf of IEMS/IFSI.  
· Dr. Anne W. Phillips Award for Leadership in Fire Safety Education co-sponsored by CFSI and the International Fire Service Training Association at Oklahoma State University.  The recipient is Mr. Mike Weller with the Hagerstown (MD) Fire Department and National Fire Academy.  

Congressional Fire Services Caucus

· The Congressional Fire Services Caucus was established in 1987 by former member of Congress, Curt Weldon. Prior to serving in the Congress, Weldon was a fire chief in Marcus Hook, PA.  
· Caucus leadership is comprised of four Senators and four House members.  To maintain a bipartisan spirit, four of the Co-Chairs are Republican – Senator John McCain (AZ), Senator Susan Collins (ME), Congressman Peter King (NY02) and Congressman Dave Reichert (WA08) and four are Democrats – Senator Tom Carper (DE), Senator Jon Tester (MT), Congressman Steny Hoyer (MD05), and Congressman Bill Pascrell (NJ09).
· Since its establishment, the Fire Caucus has remained one of the largest and most effective caucuses on Capitol Hill.  Over 275 members have served in the Fire Caucus during the 115th Congress.
· The mission of the Congressional Fire Services Caucus is to help members develop a better understanding about the role of the fire and emergency services in protecting local communities.  
